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MISSION MEASURE / ANNOUNCEMENT 

12 cross-government missions (policy objectives) to be achieved by 2030 - with a requirement in statute in the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill to report 
annually on progress against them. 

By 2030, pay, employment and productivity will 
have risen in every area of the UK, with each 
containing a globally competitive city, with the gap 
between the top performing and other areas 
closing. 

Productivity 
 £100m of funding for 3 new Innovation Accelerators centred on Greater Manchester, the West 

Midlands, and Glasgow-City Region. 
 

 Intention to mobilise £16 billion of the Local Government Pension Scheme for investments in 
local projects. 

By 2030, domestic public investment in Research 
& Development outside the Greater Southeast will 
increase by at least 40% and at least one third over 
the Spending Review period, with that additional 
government funding seeking to leverage at least 
twice as much private sector investment over the 
long term to stimulate innovation and productivity 
growth. 

R&D 
 BEIS will invest at least 55% of their domestic R&D funding outside the Greater South East 

by 2024/5. Commitments to increase public investment have been made by DHSC, MOD, 
DfT and Defra.  
 

 Use the Global Britain Investment Fund to attract more major investments like the new £2bn 
Britishvolt Gigafactory in Northumberland.   

By 2030, local public transport connectivity across 
the country will be significantly closer to the 
standards of London, with improved services, 
simpler fares and integrated ticketing. 

Public Transport  
 The government will fund bus improvements (£1.2bn) in areas where this can make the most 

impact, including the mayoral city-regions, Stoke-on-Trent, Derbyshire, Derbyshire, Luton, 
Portsmouth and Warrington. 
 

 £500m investment for Zero Emission Buses 
  

By 2030, the UK will have nationwide gigabit-
capable broadband and 4G coverage, with 5G 
coverage for the majority of the population. 

Digital Connectivity 
 £5bn for Project Gigabit to bring gigabit-capable broadband to 85% of the UK by 2025 
 5G coverage for the majority of the population by 2030 
 £1bn Shared Rural Network deal with mobile operators delivering 4G coverage to 95% of the UK 

by the end of 2025;  
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By 2030, the number of primary school children 
achieving the expected standard in reading, writing 
and maths will have significantly increased. In 
England, this will mean 90% of children will 
achieve the expected standard, and the 
percentage of children meeting the expected 
standard in the worst performing areas will have 
increased by over a third. 

Education 

 Create 55 Education Investment Areas in England to encourage academisation and offer teacher 

retention payments in areas where educational attainment is currently weakest. (includes the 12 

designated Opportunity Areas).   

 New specialist sixth form free schools for talented children from disadvantaged backgrounds 

 A UK-wide Digital National Academy offering free access to all schools to the best lessons from 

the best teachers  

 £560m to establish a National Youth Guarantee in England. By 2025 every young person to have 

access to out of school activities, adventures and volunteering opportunities 

 

By 2030, the number of people successfully 
completing high-quality skills training will have 
significantly increased in every area of the UK. In 
England, this will lead to 200,000 more people 
successfully completing high-quality skills training 
annually, driven by 80,000 more people 
completing courses in the lowest skilled areas. 

Skills and Employment 

 Roll out Local Skills Improvement Plans across England, with funding, giving local employer 

bodies and stakeholders a statutory role in planning the provision needed in their area. 

 a new Future Skills Unit to look at the data and evidence of where skills gaps exist and in what 
industries.  

 9 new Institutes of Technology for STEM skills.  IOTs to get Royal Charter status (ie on a par 
with universities)  

 Skills Bootcamps: £550m to expand bootcamps and prisoners to be eligible. SME required 
financial contribution to the cost of training existing staff cut from 30% to 10%  

 £18m over 3 years to create more supported internships for SEND students 

 Introduces an In-work progression offer and £1.3bn to support disabled/health conditions 

 Pilot pathfinders to support people into work 

 

By 2030, the gap in Healthy Life Expectancy (HLE) 
between local areas where it is highest and lowest 
will have narrowed, and by 2035 HLE will rise by 5 
years. 

Health 

 Publish a Health Disparities White Paper aiming to reduce the gap in health outcomes. 

 Measures piloted in schools to ensure everyone can access and understand the benefits of a 

healthy diet 
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By 2030, well-being will have improved in every 
area of the UK, with the gap between top 
performing and other areas closing. 

Wellbeing 

 Mentions specific ‘wellbeing hubs’ eg East of England and Scotland 

 Community Renewal Fund 

 Impact on wellbeing of other measures  

 

By 2030, pride in place, such as people’s 
satisfaction with their town centre and engagement 
in local culture and community, will have risen in 
every area of the UK, with the gap between the top 
performing and other areas closing. 

Regeneration and Town Centres 
 68 more local authorities to be supported by the High Streets Task Force to transform their town 

centres. 
 Incentivise landlords to fill vacant units :  and powers for local authorities to require landlords to 

rent out long-term vacant properties to prospective tenants, such as local businesses or 
community groups 

 The government will support 20 towns and city centres, starting off with Wolverhampton and 
Sheffield, undertaking King’s Cross-style regeneration projects, transforming derelict urban sites 
into beautiful communities. This work will be spearheaded by Homes England, which will be 
repurposed to, in addition to its existing functions, regenerate towns and cities. 

 A refocused Homes England to convert derelict urban sites into communities in 20 towns and 
cities, starting with Sheffield and Wolverhampton 

 End of 80:20 rule that leads to 4/5 of government funding for housing being directed at areas 
with maximum affordability pressure (ie London and South East) 

 
 

By 2030, renters will have a secure path to 
ownership with the number of first-time buyers 
increasing in all areas; and the government’s 
ambition is for the number of non-decent rented 
homes to have fallen by 50%, with the biggest 
improvements in the lowest performing areas. 

Housing and Planning 
 New powers for councils to apply a premium of 100% to homes left empty for a year and use 

revenues to deliver local priorities 

 Support for MCAs to take full advantage of the Affordable Homes Programme 

 Decent Homes Standard applied to be applied in law to the private rented sector 

 New Landlord Register to address rogue landlords and poor standards of rented properties 

 Legislate to improve social housing 

 Reforms to the planning system:  enhance compulsory purchase powers to support town centre 
regeneration; provide further support for re-using brownfield land for development; set a more 
positive approach to employment land in national policy to support the provision of jobs; and 
increase engagement with infrastructure providers in plan making to bolster productivity; support 
transition to Net Zero 



Levelling Up White Paper, February 2022: Summary of key policy announcements  
 

   

 

 

 a new infrastructure levy which will enable local authorities to capture value from development 
more efficiently 

 investment in spatial modelling techniques to help local government in evidenced based 

planning. 

By 2030, homicide, serious violence, and 
neighbourhood crime will have fallen, focused on 
the worst-affected areas. 

Crime 

 Annual £50m Safer Streets Fund for PCCs and councils to tackle crime and ASB in 

England and Wales 

By 2030, every part of England that wants one will 
have a devolution deal with powers at or 
approaching the highest level of devolution and a 
simplified, long-term funding settlement. 

 

 Announcing for the first time a new devolution framework which sets out a clear menu of options 
for places in England that wish to unlock the benefits of devolution, whether that is moving 
towards a London-style transport system to connect people to opportunity, improving local skills 
provision, or being able to act more flexibly and innovatively to respond to local need. 

 A new model of devolution for the counties of England to be led, subject to negotiations, by 
mayors that the White Paper will set out. Cornwall; Derbyshire & Derby; Devon, Plymouth and 
Torbay; Durham; Hull & East Yorkshire; Leicestershire; Norfolk; Nottinghamshire & Nottingham; 
and Suffolk have been invited as the first nine areas to begin negotiations to roll out these county 
deals.  

 Negotiations for a new Mayoral Combined Authority deal for York and North Yorkshire and 
expanded Mayoral Combined Authority deal for the North East.  

 ‘Trailblazer’ devolution deals with the West Midlands and Greater Manchester to extend their 
powers – with these deals acting as blueprints for other Mayoral Combined Authorities to follow.  

 By 2030, every part of England that wishes to have a ‘London-style’ devolution deal will have 
one.  

 The local devolution mission is relevant in England only, but the wider policy programme will see 
decentralisation of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund to local areas in Scotland and Wales.  

 Explore further flexibilities for MCAs and CAs to raise their own funding through the business 
rates system to fund local priorities. 

 The £2.6 billion UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) will be decentralised to local leaders as far 
as possible, with investments set to regenerate communities, boost people’s skills, and support 
local businesses. Pre-launch guidance for UKSPF can be found here. 

 A commitment to vastly simplify the local growth funding landscape to allow local leaders to drive 
tangible, visible change in their communities. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-pre-launch-guidance

